[Alcohol-related mortality and premature death in Spain between 1999 and 2004].
To assess alcohol-related mortality and premature death in Spain between 1999 and 2004. The records of deaths according to cause of death were used, grouped by age, sex and 60 diagnostic categories. The number of deaths attributable to alcohol consumption according to sex and age group, the mortality percentages, rates per 100,000 inhabitants adjusted to the European population standard, and potential years of life lost (PYLL) per alcohol-related death up to the age of 70 were calculated. Alcohol-related mortality adjusted to the European population standard was 2.1%, decreasing from 1999 to 2004. Chronic causes, in general, accounted for 60% of alcohol-related mortality. Digestive system disorders, and in par ticular <<Liver cirrhosis, unspecified>>, among chronic disorders, were those conditions with the highest contributing rate. The 9.3% of all PYLL in Spain were attributable to alcohol consumption. Acute disorders (about 70% of the PYLL), were the causes that mainly contributed to premature death related to alcohol consumption, being unintentional accidents the main cause. Alcohol consumption is an important cause of death and premature death in Spain.